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Volume 8, Summer 2016 – SPECIAL EDITION

Report from ACR 2016 – The Crossroads of Radiology®
ACR 2016 – The Crossroad of Radiology, ACR’s annual meeting, took place May 15-19 in
 Washington DC and included both the annual Council meeting and a full array of educational
 sessions. This special edition CARROS Connection contains important highlights from the
 meeting.

MIPS, APMs and MACRA – What are they? Are you ready?
Included in sessions developed specifically for radiation oncology was an exciting and
 informative session entitled Current Payment Systems and Alternate Payment Models for
 Radiation Oncology.” Led and moderated by William Hartsell, M.D., FACR the session
 included presentations by Priya Lamba, Esq. and  Najeeb Mohideen MD, FASTRO, FACR.
 Measuring Quality in Radiation Oncology: From PQRS to MIPS and Beyond and Alternative
 Payment Models in Radiation Oncology both provided vital information that your CARROS
 Executive Committee agrees is of great interest to all radiation oncologists.
 
The content provided a review of the current CMS quality reporting programs, PQRS, and
 Meaningful Use Electronic Health Records Incentive Program, and discussed the Value
 Based Modifier (VM) program. These new terms were defined and the role of the CPT RUC
 process and its effects on reimbursement was explained. The importance of radiation
 oncology participating in these new programs was stressed.
 
We’ve summarized a few important takeaways from the session:
·         The programs will be replaced by a new program created under SGR reform.
·         Participation in this new program begins 2017. MACRA, the Medicare Access and CHIP

 Reauthorization Act from 2015, repealed the sustainable growth rate (SGR) formula with
 annual fee updates of 0.5% from 2015-2019.

·         Beginning 2019, payments will be based on MIPS or APM participation.
·         MIPS:  Merit-Based Incentive Payment System (MIPS). Current quality programs and

 penalties sunset by 2019, and beginning 2019, penalties of up to -9%, and bonuses of
 up to 27% will go into effect.

·         MACRA incentivizes development of and participation in alternative payment models
 (APMs).

·         In 2019-2024 participants will receive a 5% incentive payment. Beginning 2026, APM
 participants will receive a 0.75% payment update; and non-APM participants will receive
 a 0.25% payment update MIPS.

 
Penalty and Bonus Schedule:
Year                            Maximum Penalty                   Maximum Bonus
2019-2020                            -4%                                            12%
2020-2021                            -5%                                            15%
2021-2022                            -7%                                            21%
2022 Onwards                      -9%                                            27%
 
There are 4 categories used in the Merit-Based Incentive Payment System

1.     Quality Performance (50%)
              *Builds off PQRS program and some parts of the VM.

2.     Resource Use (10%)

Important dates
 
September 24, 2016
CARROS Business Meeting and
 Information Session (in coordination with
 the ASTRO Annual Meeting)
 
May 21-25, 2017
ACR 2016 - The Crossroads of Radiology®

May 31, 2017
Deadline to submit online Fellowship
 application for review by CARROS
 Fellowship Committee

Related Links

ACR Commission on Radiation Oncology
ACR Journal Advisor
Appropriateness Criteria
ACR Education Catalog
Practice Parameters & Technical
 Standards
Radiation Oncology Practice Accreditation
NRG Oncology

Renew Your Membership – And
 Share the ACR Message with
 Non-Member Colleagues!

If you have not already renewed your ACR
 Membership for 2016 don’t wait another
 minute. Renew Online today.

As the chapter that provides a voice for
 radiation oncology the CARROS
 Executive Committee will continue to
 work hard to ensure that our voice is
 strong within the College. That voice can
 only be as strong as our membership
 base though so we hope that you will
 share the ACR message with your non-
member colleagues and encourage them
 to join the organization that you have
 continued to support.

https://facr.acr.org/
https://facr.acr.org/
https://facr.acr.org/
http://www.acr.org/Membership/Commissions-Committees/Specialty-Commissions/Radiation-Oncology
http://www.acr.org/Membership/Commissions-Committees/Specialty-Commissions/Radiation-Oncology
http://www.acr.org/Membership/Commissions-Committees/Specialty-Commissions/Radiation-Oncology
https://www.acrjournaladvisor.com/
https://www.acrjournaladvisor.com/
http://www.acr.org/Quality-Safety/Appropriateness-Criteria
http://www.acr.org/Quality-Safety/Appropriateness-Criteria
http://www.acr.org/Education/Education-Catalog/Education-Catalog-Results?subspecialty=Radiation%20Oncology
http://www.acr.org/Education/Education-Catalog/Education-Catalog-Results?subspecialty=Radiation%20Oncology
http://www.acr.org/Quality-Safety/Standards-Guidelines/Practice-Guidelines-by-Modality/Radiation-Oncology
http://www.acr.org/Quality-Safety/Standards-Guidelines/Practice-Guidelines-by-Modality/Radiation-Oncology
http://www.acr.org/Quality-Safety/Standards-Guidelines/Practice-Guidelines-by-Modality/Radiation-Oncology
http://www.acr.org/Quality-Safety/Standards-Guidelines/Practice-Guidelines-by-Modality/Radiation-Oncology
http://www.acr.org/Quality-Safety/Accreditation/RO
http://www.acr.org/Quality-Safety/Accreditation/RO
https://www.nrgoncology.org/
https://www.nrgoncology.org/
https://shop.acr.org/MyACR/MYMEMBERSHIP.aspx?utm_campaign=CarouselTracking&utm_medium=HomepageCarousel&utm_source=Have%20You%20Renewed%20Your%20ACR%20Membership?
https://shop.acr.org/MyACR/MYMEMBERSHIP.aspx?utm_campaign=CarouselTracking&utm_medium=HomepageCarousel&utm_source=Have%20You%20Renewed%20Your%20ACR%20Membership?
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             *Builds off the cost component of the VM.
3.     Advancing Care Information (25%)

              *Builds off of and replaces the Meaningful Use program.
4.     Clinical Practice Improvement Activities (15%)

              *Activities that improve the clinical practice or delivery of care.
*Expanded practice access, population management; care coordination; shared
 decision-making; telehealth; patient safety and practice assessment; maintenance
 of certification; etc.
*Potential advantages of the MIPS program compared with the current program
 include that one can get partial credit as opposed to the current “all or nothing”
 approach, flexible weighting of categories for disadvantage practices/specialties,
 timely feedback reports and more attainable performance targets.

“CARROS will continue to be active and advocate for radiation oncology as the general
 blueprint for the future payments developed through MACRA. The details are yet to be
 determined, although the ACR Commission on Economics and newly formed MACRA
 Committee will be an important contributor in this effort. A special thanks to Drs. Hartsell,
 Mohideen, and Attorney Lambda for their collaborative work with ACR and ASTRO.“ –
 Raymond B. Wynn, MD, FACR, President, CARROS.

A summary of presentations is available online.

ACR Council Meeting – Final Actions
The ACR Council considered 42 resolutions this year, which included 3 bylaws amendments, 3
 policy resolutions and 34 Practice Parameters and Technical Standards. A complete list of the
 Council’s final actions is available online. Of note is the adoption of three revised practice
 parameters –

·         ACR Practice Parameter for 3D External Beam Radiation Planning and Conformal
 Therapy

·         ACR Practice Parameter for Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy (IMRT)
·         ACR Practice Parameter for the Performance of Brain Stereotactic Radiosurgery

 
CARROS is represented on the Council by William Small Jr., MD, FACR as Councilor and
 Abhishek Solanki, MD, as Alternate Councilor.

A complete list of the Councils final actions available online.

Seth Rosenthal, MD, FACR Reelected to the ACR Board of Chancellors
Seth Rosenthal, MD, FACR was elected to serve a second 3-year term on the ACR Board of
 Chancellors as Chair of the Commission on Radiation Oncology. In this position Dr. Rosenthal
 ensures that radiation oncology is represented within ACR leadership and oversees the work
 of various committees focused on providing value for ACR members and quality care for our
 patients.

Full election results are available online.

Bryan Rabatic, MD, PhD Elected to the ACR-RFS Executive Committee
Bryan Rabatic, MD, PhD, chief resident in radiation oncology at the Medical College of
 Georgia, was elected to serve as the radiation oncology representative on the ACR Resident
 and Fellow Section Executive Committee. The RFS Executive Committee is a group of elected
 officers that lead the RFS throughout the year and provide representation for members-in-training on
 the ACR Council. Rabatic’s focus over the coming year will be to increase participation by radiation
 oncology residents in both the ACR and CARROS.

Learn more about the RFS Executive Committee.

ACR Honors Awarded to Oncologists
During the 2016 Convocation Walter J. Curran, MD received the ACR Gold Medal.and
 Professor Peter J. Hoskin, MD of England received Honorary Fellowship in the College.
 
The ACR Gold Medal is awarded by the Board of Chancellors to an individual for distinguished
 and extraordinary service to the American College of Radiology or to the discipline of
 radiology. Honorary Fellows are elected by the Board of Chancellors in recognition of
 preeminent contributions to the science or practice of radiology by individuals who are

Executive Committee

Raymond B Wynn, MD, FACR
 President

Nancy Ellerbroek, MD, FACR
 President Elect

Simon S. Lo, MD, FACR
 Secretary

William Small Jr, MD, FACR
 Councilor, CSC Member

Abhishek A. Solanki, MD
 Alternate Councilor

Seth Rosenthal, MD, FACR
 ACR BOC Member

Curt Deville, MD
 Young Physician Member

Bryan Rabatic, MD, PhD
 RFS Member

Join Luh, MD
 At-Large Member

Laeton Pang, MD, MPH, FACR
 At-Large Member

Contact Us

Click here to send us an email.

 

Visit us at: www.acr.org/carros
 Contact us: carros@acr.org
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 ineligible for admission as members of the College.
 
In addition to these two honorees, nine radiation oncologists and four medical physicists joined
 the distinguished category of Fellow in recognition of their years of membership and
 significant contributions to the profession through service, teaching and/or research.

Learn more about ACR Awards and Honors.
 
Save the Date – CARROS at ASTRO
CARROS will hold its annual meeting and an educational symposium on Saturday,
 September 24th from 3:30 – 5:30 pm in coordination with the ASTRO annual meeting.
 CARROS will also co-host a networking reception with the ACR Commission on Radiation
 Oncology Saturday evening. Please mark your calendar and plan to attend. More information
 will be forthcoming soon.
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