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OBJECTIVE

The UK, and the World,  has a shortage of Radiologists to
meet the increasing demand for radiologic examinations.

To encourage more medical students to consider 
Radiology as a career, increased exposure at undergraduate

level has been advocated.



AIM

To evaluate if formal dedicated
Radiology teaching hours at Medical School

had any association with
longitudinal data on

qualifed
Radiologists joining the

General Medical Council’s (GMC)
Specialist Medical Register

at a National level.



METHOD
●Total number of Doctors joining the GMC Specialist Register as
Clinical Radiologists, and those with a primary medical
qualifcations awarded in Scotland, was obtained from the GMC
(2010–2020).

●Graduate numbers from all four Scottish Medical Schools (2000–
2011) were also obtained.

●Hours of Radiology teaching for medical schools in Scotland
were obtained from validated AToMS study1.



RESULTS 1
Two hundred and twenty three (6.6%) of 3347 Radiologists added to the GMC
Specialist Register between 2010 and 2020 received their primary medical
qualifcations (PMQ) from Scottish Universities (Table 1).

The number of doctors joining the specialist register from Scottish PMQ Awarding
bodies did not change signifcantly (chi squared trend p = 0.543) over the 10 year
period (Table 1).

The number of medical students graduating from Scottish Medical schools remained
stable with no signifcant change during 2001–2011 – the period in which this group of
Radiologists is likely to have graduated.



RESULTS 2



RESULTS 3
●There	was	no	association	between	the	number	of	formal	hours	
Radiology	taught	to	medical	students	(range	1–30)	and	the	number	
that	joined	the	specialist	register	as	Radiologists	(Table	3).

●In	addition,	there	was	no	association	between	total	hours	taught	and	
the	numbers	of	graduates	joining	the	GMC	Radiology	specialist	
register.



RESULTS 4



DISCUSSION 1
●There is apparent face validity to the concept that without any
radiology teaching and exposure in medical school, medical
students are less likely to consider radiology as a career option
and more contact hours could increase interest in Radiology.

●While Europe reports high levels of Radiology input in their
medical student curriculum, only about 20% of US medical
schools have Radiology clerkships with a similarly low level of
Radiology exposure reported for the United Kingdom.

●Radiology foot print in Scottish medical schools is also extremely
low at 0.3% of the curriculum hours dedicated to Radiology.



DISCUSSION 2

●There is high interest and
rising numbers of applicants for
Radiology Resident training
posts (Table 5).



CONCLUSION
●More medical school Radiology teaching did not result 
in more Radiologists.

● There has been very little change in the number of 
radiologists produced from Scottish Medical Schools, 
and indeed across the United Kingdom, over the last 
decade.

●In the face of massive shortage of radiology workforce, 
urgent work is needed to address this issue as a matter 
of patient safety
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