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What is the role of a Radiologist?

The traditional view of the radiologist as a physician who adds value to the 

health care system solely by generating and interpreting diagnostic images is 

outdated. The radiologists’ roles have expanded to encompass economic 

gatekeeping, political advocacy, public health delivery, patient safety, quality of 

care improvement, and information technology. It is through these roles that 

radiologists will continue to find new ways to add value to the healthcare system.
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Communication:

means of connection between 

people or places, in particular.



Intro

What is the ideal reporting style for radiological dictations?

Primarily debated amongst radiologists

However, it is primarily non-radiologists i.e. clinicians that 

rely on the radiologist's report for diagnostic guidance



Purpose

Expand the limited knowledge regarding non-radiologist 

physician preferences in radiology reporting styles and 

content

Teamwork:

the combined action of a group of 

people, especially when effective 

and efficient.



Methods & Materials 

 IRB approved 

 17-question survey distributed nationally via email from 2012-

2016

 Comparison of the most widely accepted reporting styles used 

today: 

 List and Prose style dictations.





Results

★ 114 responses 

Demographic Data:

Gender, age, years 

working in practice,

location of institution, 

patient care

involvement

What is your specialty?

Allergy and Immunology

Anesthesia

Bariatric Surgery

Cardiology

Cardiothoracic Surgery

Colorectal Surgery

Dermatology

Emergency

Endocrinology

ENT

Gastroenterology

General Surgery

Generalist



Most Commonly Received Reporting Style

List: 19 (19.2%) 

Prose: 79 (79.8%)

Other: 1 ?



Information Regarding Prose Reports



Information Regarding List Reports



Preferred Reporting Style

Prose: 31 (31.3 %)

List: 68 (68.7%) 



Discussion and Conclusion

Non-radiologist physicians most often receive prose 

style reports from radiologists; however,  a 

statistically-significant majority of clinicians from all 

over the country prefer list style dictations (P<0.0001). 
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