
PREFACE 
 
 
This Seventh Edition of the ACR Manual on Contrast Media replaces all earlier editions. It is 
being published as a Web-based document only so it can be updated as frequently as needed. 
 
This manual was developed by the ACR Committee on Drugs and Contrast Media of the ACR 
Commission on General, Small and/or Rural Radiology as a guide for radiologists to enhance the 
safe and effective use of contrast media. Suggestions for patient screening, premedication, 
recognition of adverse reactions, and emergency treatment of such reactions are emphasized. Its 
major purpose is to provide useful information regarding contrast media used in daily practice.  
 
The committee offers this document to practicing radiologists as a consensus of scientific 
evidence and clinical experience concerning the use of iodinated contrast media. The general 
principles outlined here also pertain to the administration and systemic effects (e.g., adverse 
effects) of noniodinated contrast media such as gadolinium or other compounds used for 
magnetic resonance imaging, as well as to the use of iodinated contrast media for gastrointestinal 
imaging.  
 
The editorial staff sincerely thanks all who have contributed their knowledge and valuable time to 
this publication.  
 
Members of the ACR Committee on Drugs and Contrast Media at the time of this edition are: 
 
 Richard Cohan, MD, Chair   Syed Jafri, MD 
 Peter Choyke, MD    Jeffrey Newhouse, MD 
 Mervyn Cohen, MD    Carl Sandler, MD 
 Matthew Davenport, MD   Arthur Segal, MD 
 Jonathan Dillman, MD   Claude Sirlin, MD 
 James Ellis, MD    Neil Wasserman, MD 
 Robert Hartman, MD 
 
The ACR Committee on Drugs and Contrast Media wishes to thank the following members of the 
ACR Subcommittee on MR Safety for their assistance in producing the new Joint Chapter on 
Nephrogenic Systemic Fibrosis (NSF): 
 
 Emanuel Kanal, MD, Chair   J. Rod Gimbel, MD 

A. James Barkovich, MD   John Gossbee, MD 
James P. Borgstede, MD   James Lester, MD 
William G. Bradley, MD   John Nyenhuis, PhD 
Jerry W. Froelich, MD   Jeffrey Weinreb, MD 

 
 
Finally, the committee wishes to recognize the efforts of Ms. Margaret Wyatt and other 
supporting members of the ACR staff. 
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