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Copyright Notice 
American College of Radiology Appropriateness 
Criteria®, ACR Web Site Edition, Copyright © 2009 by 
the American College of Radiology. 

The American College of Radiology is the copyright 
owner with respect to a work entitled American College 
of Radiology Appropriateness Criteria® (hereinafter 
referred to as the “ACR Appropriateness Criteria®”), 
which contains clinical practice guidelines for 
appropriateness criteria developed using a modified 
Delphi technique to arrive at a consensus and intended to 
guide radiologists, radiation oncologists, referring 
physicians, and patients in making initial decisions about 
diagnostic imaging and therapeutic techniques. 

All the ACR Appropriateness Criteria® material on this 
server is protected by U.S. and international copyrights. 
Personal use of material is permitted for research, 
scientific and/or information purposes only. You may not 
modify or create derivative works based on American 
College of Radiology material. No part of any material 
posted on the American College of Radiology Web site 
may be copied, downloaded, stored in a retrieval system, 
or redistributed for any other purpose without the 
expressed written permission of American College of 
Radiology. 

Requests for permission to use copyrighted material may 
be e-mailed to the American College of Radiology at 
acr_ac@acr.org. 

Disclaimer 
An ACR Committee on Appropriateness Criteria and its 
expert panels have developed criteria for determining 
appropriate imaging examinations for diagnosis and 
treatment of specified medical condition(s). These criteria 
are intended to guide radiologists, radiation oncologists, 
and referring physicians in making decisions regarding 
radiologic imaging and treatment. Generally, the 
complexity and severity of a patient's clinical condition 
should dictate the selection of appropriate imaging 
procedures or treatments. Only those exams generally 
used for evaluation of the patient's condition are ranked. 
Other imaging studies necessary to evaluate other co-

existent diseases or other medical consequences of this 
condition are not considered in this document. The 
availability of equipment or personnel may influence the 
selection of appropriate imaging procedures or treatments. 
Imaging techniques classified as investigational by the 
FDA have not been considered in developing these 
criteria; however, study of new equipment and 
applications should be encouraged. The ultimate decision 
regarding the appropriateness of any specific radiologic 
examination or treatment must be made by the referring 
physician and radiologist in light of all the circumstances 
presented in an individual examination. 

The American College of Radiology seeks and 
encourages collaboration with other organizations on the 
development of the ACR Appropriateness Criteria 
through society representation on expert panels. 
Participation by representatives from collaborating 
societies on the expert panel does not necessarily imply 
society endorsement of the final document. 

Warranty 
Warranty limitations: 
(i) ACR Appropriateness Criteria® is provided on an “as 

is” basis, without warranties of any kind, either 
express or implied, including, but not limited to, 
warranties of title, or implied warranties of 
merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose; 

(ii) the use of ACR Appropriateness Criteria® is at your 
own risk; 

(iii) access to ACR Appropriateness Criteria® may be 
interrupted and may not be error-free; 

(iv) neither the American College of Radiology or anyone 
else involved in creating, producing, or delivering 
ACR Appropriateness Criteria® contained therein, 
shall be liable for any direct or indirect, incidental, 
special, consequential, or punitive damages arising 
out of your use or inability to use ACR 
Appropriateness Criteria®. 

Agreement 
By accessing and/or downloading this file, you expressly 
agree and consent to the foregoing terms and conditions. 
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