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About the Avon Foundation Breast Cancer Forum Survey

The Avon Foundation for Women conducted this survey online from February 1-8, 2010. The survey population included 151 breast cancer health educators and providers from 48 states and the District of Columbia that receive funding from the Avon Foundation to provide education and health services. 

The purpose of the survey was to determine what, if any, affect the new US Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF) recommended guidelines may be having on the number of women under age 50 accessing mammograms and other early detection programs. The organizations surveyed range from small community groups like the YWCA of North Rhode Island to leading cancer centers like Johns Hopkins University

· 151 individual organizations participated in the online survey

· Respondents represented 48 states and the District of Columbia

· 24 percent of respondents report a decrease in the number of women under age 50 being screened or seeking appointments for screening at their facilities

· Respondents from 25 percent of the states represented in the survey report changes in the Breast & Cervical Cancer Early Detection programs (BCCED) either reducing or eliminating mammography and other early detection services for women under age 50

· According to survey respondents, the following states have made changes to their BCCED programs

· Respondents from Alaska, California, Florida, Illinois, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska,  New York and Washington D.C. say changes in their state’s programs have already occurred due to a variety of reasons including budget cuts and the recommended guidelines
· Respondents from Michigan told us they have been instructed to have women under 50 be only 25% of the total women they serve. To accomplish this, some providers are starting at 44.
· Respondents from South Carolina and Rhode Island both have state programs for 40-49 year old women, and have been told the programs are being scaled back due to budget issues.  Screening 40-49 is allowed today, but they have been told to anticipate changes.

About the Avon Foundation for Women
The Avon Foundation for Women is the world’s largest corporate-affiliated philanthropy focused on women’s issues. Since it was founded in 1955, the Avon Foundation has been committed to the mission to improve the lives of women and their families. Now past the half century milestone, the Avon Foundation is a 501(c)(3) public charity that brings this mission to life through two key areas of focus: breast cancer and domestic violence. Through 2009, Avon global philanthropy has donated more than $725 million in over 50 countries for causes most important to women. 
