
EMERGENCY RADIOLOGY

1. The HCFA palicy an emergency radialagy applies anly to Medicare patientS.

2. The HCFA palicy is far x-rays "taken in the emergency raam." This daes nat apply to.ather
partS af the haspita1. The site af senrice an the claim must be ER.

3. The HCFA palicy daes nat apply except in thase institutians where emergency physicians are
filing claims. If emergency physicians do.nat bill, the elements af the policy as autlined do.nat
apply. The anly regulatary change was the requirementaf a written repan under the Medicare
Regulatian sectian "Canditians far Payment far Radialagic Senrices."

4. Because afthe lack af instructian fram HCFA, this has became a lacal issue and is being dealt
with at the lacallevel, primarily with the haspital.

5. If an emergency physician wantSto.file a claim far a radialagy pracedure, he must do.a full
written repan and interpretatian. HCFA has said they will issue a manual instructian. They
have nat yet dane that In discussians with HCFA, they have been reluctant to.include
requirementSfar a written repan and interpretatian in that manual instructian. The Callege has
sent to.the Carrier Advisary Cammittee (CAC)representativesthe ACR Standard an
Cammunicatian and the funher elements that shauld be in a written repan and asked the CAC
representatives to.pravide this infarmatian to.the carrier medical directars. At present, they are
the anes 'thatwill be making the decisian.

6. IfradialagistS have an exclusive cantract and emergency physicians are billing, go.to the
haspital. The terms af yaur cantract may limit athers fram daing the procedures.

7. HCFA has defi!1ed"cantemparaneous" to.include a verbal repan that will later bemade into.a
written repon and has ctefme.d"cantemparaneaus" to.mean teletadialagy as wel1.

8. The JCAHO has added a new standard to its 1996manual (MS.5A.5), which is designed to.
prohibit ecanamic credentialing. It states that decisians an appaintments far granting af clinical
privileges must cansider criteria that are directly related to the quality af care. The medical staff
standards acknawledge thatbaard cenificatian is "an excellentbenchmark" when delineating
clinicalprivileges. .

Please paint allt this new standard in yaur negatiatians with yaur haspital as well as the
imponance af the haspital medical recards cantaining an afficial written radialagical repan far
each exam perfarmed. One af the ratianales far hospitals cantracting with radialagistS is to.
supenrise and interpret diagnastic radia1agicalexams far the purpase af assuring accuracy and
campleteness af recards af diagnastic radialagical examinatians. Please stress with yaur
haspital that if this is nat dane, patient care suffers because there is no.camprehensive and
accurate written repart af the diagnastic radialagical procedure dane

9. Interpreting an x-ray is campletely different fram quality co.ntral,which includes laaking at
randam filmsto.make sure the quality is gaod and making sure that the technalagist is
pasitianing carrectly. Interpretatian is a direct patient senrice.
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